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Excerpts from Pastor Nikki’s newsletter article…

“The last few months have been full of grief for this congregation as we’ve said goodbye to 6 dear congregation members who have joined the Church Triumphant.  As I’ve grieved alongside you and with you, I’ve longed for us to have some common language around grief, how we process loss, and how to move forward with our grief.  You might have noticed that this longing has informed my newsletter articles for the months of June and July, and the theme continues this month.
For 6 weeks which began last Sunday, we’ll be sharing in a sermon series that is based on a small group study called, “The Grief Lectionary: A Scriptural Approach to Accessing and Processing Your Grief,” written by  Rev. Collette Broady Grund.  
As Christians and particularly as human beings, none of us are immune to grief and loss.  
They are part of this world in which we live.  Whether you’re processing the recent losses of our congregation or other losses in your own life, recent or otherwise, or both, 
we all can use some tools to navigate the experience of grief.
The series is not meant to solve or explain away your grief or mine and it might feel tender to some whose grief is so close. You are encouraged to engage as you’re able- whether that means participating in worship online or excusing yourself from your pew if you’re feeling overwhelmed.  Also, we are reminded that the Sanctuary is just that- a sanctuary, a safe place to feel all the feelings and that our church community is willing and wanting to help hold you as we navigate this time.  So engage as you’re able.” 
[image: ]
Session 1: The Flood
Session 2: Jeremiah’s Anger
Session 3: Elijah’s Depression
Session 4: Ruth and the Grieving Community
Session 5: Jesus’ Suffering and Acceptance of Death
Session 6: Resurrection and Making Meaning

Welcome to worship! We’re glad you’re here!
To assist in your worship:
bold print means we respond together 
* means rise in body or spirit, 
+ you may make the sign of the cross should you so desire.

It is our joy to worship with your whole family!
We encourage everyone of all ages and abilities to worship together.
We offer a “pray-ground” located in the back left of the Sanctuary for those with littles to have some room for movement and activity. The Narthex (gathering space at the entry) also has some resources for families, including activity bags filled with crayons, paper and storybooks. These supplies can be used in the Narthex or brought into the Sanctuary. For those that find themselves in the Narthex, there is a speaker with which you can still hear the service. Lastly, a changing table is located in the restroom off the Narthex. Please ask an usher if you need any assistance.

TODAY’S WORSHIP THEME

In Isaiah we hear that God’s house shall be a house of prayer for all people and that God will gather the outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in today’s gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, who is unflinching in her request that Jesus heal her daughter. As Jesus commends her bold faith, how might our church extend its mission to those on the margins of society? In our gathering around word and meal we receive strength to be signs of comfort, healing, and justice for those in need.  
                                                       
Worship services for Christ Lutheran Church- Long Beach
are live-streamed and archived to YouTube. 
By entering the sanctuary and by your presence here,
you consent to be photographed,
filmed, and/or otherwise recorded.
Please alert an usher if this is of concern to you.

Our liturgy is taken from:
Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20338.
Reprinted by permission under CCLI license # 230154. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under  2026 One License #A-706154. All rights reserved.
“The Grief Lectionary: A Scriptural Approach to Accessing and Processing your Grief,” written by Rev. Collette Broady Grund. © 2022.  www.colletebroadygrund.com
PRELUDE                                                                                                 Roger Halvorson 
                                                                                                                     
WELCOME 
All are invited to complete the yellow sheet in your bulletin. Once completed, place it to the outside of your pew for the ushers to collect. 

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.











*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,
we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.
Amen.

*GATHERING SONG                      All Are Welcome                                        ELW #641
                                                         (verses 1, 4, 5)
[image: ]
[image: ]                                                        


2


*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray together,
God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.


CHILDREN’S CHAT 
All children are welcomed forward for a children’s time.  

     
SCRIPTURE READING             Isaiah 56:1, 6-8

PSALM 	                               Psalm 67

1 May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us,    
2 that your way may be known upon earth, your saving power among all nations.
3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.
4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity  
  and guide the nations upon earth.  
5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.
6 The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, has blessed us.
7 May God continue to bless us; let all the ends of the earth revere him.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

[image: ][image: ][image: ]*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION	        Spirit of the Living God                                W&P #129

*GOSPEL                                   Matthew 15:21-28

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 15th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
The reading concludes: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
                  	                                                 

SERMON                                                                                              Pastor Nikki Fielder
     
SERMON NOTES:
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[image: ]*SERMON HYMN                       Great Is Thy Faithfulness                                ELW #733

           
                              

                      

                                
*APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.
A brief silence.
Merciful God
Receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.


*SHARING OF PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you.


OFFERTORY                                Be Thou My Vision                                    Don Koepke
                                                              






*OFFERTORY RESPONSE            We Are an Offering                                    ELW #692
[bookmark: _Hlk186722448]

Chorus 1
We lift our voices
We lift our hands
We lift our lives up to You
We are an offering
Lord use our voices
Lord use our hands
Lord use our lives they are Yours
We are an offering





Bridge
All that we have
All that we are
All that we hope to be
We give to You
We give to You

Chorus 2
We lift our voices
We lift our hands
We lift our lives up to You
We are an offering
We are an offering

*OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray together,
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.


MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus.


*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING				     
The Lord be with you.   And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord,
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:


[image: ][image: ][image: ]*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                            Nolene Prince

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE				     

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord...
be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER 							     

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen.


DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
We believe that this is Jesus' table. All are welcome and invited to commune.  We serve communion by “intinction”; receive the bread and dip it in the chalice.  Gluten free wafers are available; let your server know.  Wine is offered on each side.  White grape juice is offered at the center aisle. Should you choose not to commune, you are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please cross your arms across your chest to let us know to give you that blessing.


INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

[image: ]COMMUNION SONGS               Let Us Break Bread Together                         ELW #471  
  
[image: ]                                                      One Bread, One Body                                  ELW #496
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*POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray,
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.





SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

*BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
Amen.





*SENDING SONG                        My Faith Looks Up to Thee                          ELW #759
[image: ]                                                            (verses 1, 2, 3)  



*DISMISSAL
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE                                                                                              Roger Halvorson
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[bookmark: _Hlk158735727]Mission Statement
Living by Christ’s example, we welcome, serve, and love all through God’s grace.

Vision Statement
[image: A heart shaped logo with a cross

Description automatically generated]Embracing the truth that God’s love and grace is for all, Christ Lutheran Church is a vibrant and active community spreading the good news through acceptance, action, and benevolence.

Our Position
Christ is ALIVE!

Reconciling in Christ (RIC) Welcome Statement
Christ Lutheran Church is a congregation who joyfully welcomes everyone who enters our doors. We recognize that each of us is a unique creation made in the image of God. We celebrate and give thanks for the many diverse gifts that God has bestowed on us. We proclaim ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation to all of God's children, welcoming into our ministry persons of every race, culture, age, gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation, ability, and economic status. We commit ourselves to the work of anti-racism and creating an anti-racist space. We believe that through our openness we all grow in our faith through Christ's teaching to love one another as God loves us.
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Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: TWO OAKS, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1994 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866—-1960
Music: FAITHFULNESS, William M. Runyan, 1870-1957
Text and music © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: BREAK BREAD TOGETHER, African American spiritual
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Text: John Foley, s1, b. 1939

Music: ONE BREAD, ONE BODY, John Foley, sy
Text and music © 1978 John B. Foley, SJ and OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887
Music: OLIVET, Lowell Mason, 1792-1872
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