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Welcome to worship! We’re glad you’re here!
To assist in your worship:
bold print means we respond together 
* means rise in body or spirit, 
+ you may make the sign of the cross should you so desire.

It is our joy to worship with your whole family!
We encourage everyone of all ages and abilities to worship together.
We offer a “pray-ground” located in the back left of the Sanctuary for those with littles to have some room for movement and activity. The Narthex (gathering space at the entry) also has some resources for families, including activity bags filled with crayons, paper and storybooks. These supplies can be used in the Narthex or brought into the Sanctuary. For those that find themselves in the Narthex, there is a speaker with which you can still hear the service. Lastly, a changing table is located in the restroom off the Narthex. Please ask an usher if you need any assistance.

TODAY’S WORSHIP THEME

It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and the weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long for the day that all creation will be set free from bondage and suffering. Having both weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of God, and from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy.

                                                              Worship services for Christ Lutheran Church- Long Beach
are live-streamed and archived to YouTube. 
By entering the sanctuary and by your presence here,
you consent to be photographed,
filmed, and/or otherwise recorded.
Please alert an usher if this is of concern to you.

Our liturgy is taken from:
Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20338.
Reprinted by permission under CCLI license # 230154. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under  2026 One License #A-706154. All rights reserved.


PRELUDE                                                                                                 Roger Halvorson 
                                                                                                                     
WELCOME 
All are invited to complete the yellow sheet in your bulletin. Once completed, place it to the outside of your pew for the ushers to collect. 

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.











*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,
we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.
Amen.










[image: ]*GATHERING SONG                 O Holy Spirit, Root of Life                             ELW #399  


           
*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together,
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen.


WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.


CHILDREN’S CHAT 
All children are welcomed forward for a children’s time.  

FIRST READING                         Isaiah 44:6-8	                                  

SECOND READING                    Romans 8:12-25

     Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

[image: ]*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION	                    Alleluia                                          ELW Pg.188

*GOSPEL                                      Matthew 13:24-30,36-43

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
The reading concludes: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
                  	                                                 

SERMON                                                                                           Pastor Nikki Fielder


*SERMON HYMN                 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come                     ELW #693 
[image: ]                                                          (verses 1, 2, 4)





*APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.


PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 

A brief silence.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

*SHARING OF PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you.


OFFERTORY                                   Holy, Holy, Holy                                     Karl Hansen
                                                 
          
[image: ][image: ]*OFFERTORY RESPONSE           Let the Vineyards be Fruitful                        ELW #184

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray together, 
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.
Amen.



MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus.


*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING				     
The Lord be with you.   And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord,
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                                    ELW Pg. 190                                                                                        
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE				     

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord...
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
*LORD’S PRAYER 							     

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen.


DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
We believe that this is Jesus' table. All are welcome and invited to commune.  We serve communion by “intinction”; receive the bread and dip it in the chalice.  Gluten free wafers are available; let your server know.  Wine is offered on each side.  White grape juice is offered at the center aisle. Should you choose not to commune, you are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please cross your arms across your chest to let us know to give you that blessing.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

[image: ]LAMB OF GOD                                                                                              ELW Pg. 191
[image: ]COMMUNION SONGS                    Come to the Table                                    W&P #33   
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*POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.


*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray,
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

*BLESSING

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
Amen.


*SENDING SONG                        Bring Forth the Kingdom                                W&P #22
                                                          (verses 1, 2, 3)
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Verse 1
You are salt for the earth, O people:
Salt for the Kingdom of God!
Share the flavour of life, O people:
Life in the Kingdom of God!

Chorus
Bring forth the Kingdom of mercy,
Bring forth the Kingdom of peace;
Bring forth the Kingdom of justice,
Bring forth the City of God!




Verse 2
You are a light on the hill, O people:
Light for the City of God!
Shine so holy and bright, O people:
Shine for the Kingdom of God!
Chorus

Verse 3
You are a seed of the Word, O people:
Bring forth the Kingdom of God!
Seeds of mercy and seeds of justice,
Grow in the Kingdom of God!
Chorus




*DISMISSAL
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE                                                                                              Roger Halvorson



[image: Weeds Wheat: Over 1,065 Royalty-Free Licensable Stock Illustrations &  Drawings | Shutterstock]
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[bookmark: _Hlk158735727]Mission Statement
Living by Christ’s example, we welcome, serve, and love all through God’s grace.

Vision Statement
Embracing the truth that God’s love and grace is for all, Christ Lutheran Church is a vibrant and active community spreading the good news through acceptance, action, and benevolence.
[image: A heart shaped logo with a cross

Description automatically generated]
Our Position
Christ is ALIVE!

Reconciling in Christ (RIC) Welcome Statement
Christ Lutheran Church is a congregation who joyfully welcomes everyone who enters our doors. We recognize that each of us is a unique creation made in the image of God. We celebrate and give thanks for the many diverse gifts that God has bestowed on us. We proclaim ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation to all of God's children, welcoming into our ministry persons of every race, culture, age, gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation, ability, and economic status. We commit ourselves to the work of anti-racism and creating an anti-racist space. We believe that through our openness we all grow in our faith through Christ's teaching to love one another as God loves us.
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Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt.
Music: ST. GEORGE’S, WINDSOR, George J. Elvey, 1816-1893
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Come to the Table

All who are hun-gry and thirst -y,

come, and your souls will be fed.

(y.) | | i | | ! |

o> - e ' |

T S Bt
Come to the ta-ble of mer-cy, pre-pared with the wine and the bread.

0 |

£ — — . — —

(OX i e e e
‘,

|

e

S

A\aV_ |
9| S— —

Come at the Lord’s in - vi - ta - tion; re-ceive from his nail - scarred hand.
N I
Y | | | 1 | | 1 1
G = — ' —
</ A 4 - i. __i' i'
J &

Eat of the bread of sal-va - tion;

Text: Claire Cloninger, b. 1942

Music: COME TO THE TABLE, Martin J. Nystrom, b. 1956
Text and music © 1991 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music; Juniper Landing Music, admin. Word Music; and Word Music.

Used by permission.

drink of the blood of the Lamb.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune; adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621
Text © 1991 Jean Janzen, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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