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Christ Lutheran Church
6500 E. Stearns Street
Long Beach, California 90815
Phone 562-598-2433
www.christlutheranlb.com

Preschool 562-594-6117
www.clplb.com
Welcome to worship! We’re glad you’re here!
To assist in your worship:
bold print means we respond together 
* means rise in body or spirit, 
+ you may make the sign of the cross should you so desire.

It is our joy to worship with your whole family!

We encourage everyone of all ages and abilities to worship together.
We offer a “pray-ground” located in the back left of the Sanctuary for those with littles to have some room for movement and activity. The Narthex (gathering space at the entry) also has some resources for families, including activity bags filled with crayons, paper and storybooks. These supplies can be used in the Narthex or brought into the Sanctuary. For those that find themselves in the Narthex, there is a speaker with which you can still hear the service. Lastly, a changing table is located in the restroom off the Narthex. Please ask an usher if you need any assistance.

TODAY’S WORSHIP THEME
Who are the blessed ones of God? For Micah, they are those who do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God. For Paul, they are the ones who find wisdom in the weakness of the cross. For Jesus, they are the poor, the meek, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers, those who mourn, and those who hunger for righteousness. In baptism we find our blessed identity and calling in this countercultural way of living and serving.
 Worship services for Christ Lutheran Church- Long Beach are live-streamed 
and archived to YouTube. By entering the sanctuary and by your presence here,
you consent to be photographed, filmed, and/or otherwise recorded.
Please alert an usher if this is of concern to you.






Our liturgy is taken from:
Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20338.
Reprinted by permission under CCLI license # 230154. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under  2026 One License #A-706154. All rights reserved.
Alleluia, As the Grains of Wheat, Holy, and Lamb of God: Now the Feast and Celebration: An Alternate Eucharistic Setting, created by Marty Haugen.
PRELUDE                                                                                                Roger Halvorson
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.



[image: ]*GATHERING SONG                 As We Gather at Your Table                      ELW #522


*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Creator of heaven and earth, the Word who spoke life into being, the Wind stirring the waters.
Amen.

Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Mighty God, lover of justice,
you call us to life in community, but we have served our own interests at the expense of our neighbors. We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.
We say the right words, but our hearts are far from you. Turn us to seek your face. Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, that we may do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen.

The former things have passed away, and new things God now declares. Like a spring of water that never fails, God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, and bless you with the gift of peace.
Amen.
                                                 					           
*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray,
Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.


CHILDREN’S CHAT                                                                                  Sue Ruth
All children are welcomed forward for a children’s time.  After that, they will be invited to Sunday school and will return during the passing of the peace

[bookmark: _Hlk213922249]FIRST READING                            Micah 6:1-8
[bookmark: _Hlk213922329]

SECOND READING                1 Corinthians 1:18-20, 25-31

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

[image: ]*GOSPEL VERSE	    	       Alleluia
*GOSPEL                                     Matthew 5:1-12

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 5th  chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
The reading concludes: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
    
      SERMON                                                                    Shannon Howard, Director SAM
                                                                                                                       Rev. Bill Ruth

     *SERMON HYMN                     When the Poor Ones                                    ELW #725
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*APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
    
      PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.
A brief silence.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, we commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior.
Amen.


*SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you.

OFFERTORY                                     Special Music                                

[image: ][image: ]*OFFERTORY RESPONSE                As the Grains of Wheat                                                        


*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray together,
God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what you have prepared for those who love you, yet in this meal you reveal the wideness of your mercy.
Use what we have gathered to feed us with the reign of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus.



*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING				     

The Lord be with you.   And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord,
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy …
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

[image: A sheet music with text on it

AI-generated content may be incorrect.][image: A sheet music with text on it

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE				     

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory...
...to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER 							     
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
We believe that this is Jesus' table. All are welcome and invited to commune.  We serve communion by “intinction”; receive the bread and dip it in the chalice.  Gluten free wafers are available; let your server know.  Wine is offered on each side.  White grape juice is offered at the center aisle. Should you choose not to commune, you are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please cross your arms across your chest to let us know to give you that blessing.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
[bookmark: _Hlk216968005]Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Come to the table; taste and see.

[image: communion clipart #3941431 | Clipart Library]
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…you break the chains of hatred and fear:     
…you are the way of justice and peace:
…you are the way of mercy and love:
…you are God’s light to all of the world:






[image: ]COMMUNION SONG                       Christ, Be Our Light                                  ELW #715
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*POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray,
Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of his body and blood you have drawn us to your heart. Send us from this table with delight, that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.



*BLESSING
May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth and tuned your heart for praise ☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.

*SENDING HYMN                       Jesus Messiah

Verse 1
He became sin, who knew no sin;
That we might become His righteousness;
He humbled Himself, and carried the cross.
Love so amazing, love so amazing.

Chorus
Jesus, Messiah; Name above all names;
Blessed Redeemer; Emmanuel.
The Rescue for sinners,
The Ransom from heaven;
Jesus, Messiah, Lord of all.


Verse 2
His body the bread, His blood the wine
Broken and poured out, all for love.
The whole earth trembled, and the veil was torn. Love so amazing, love so amazing.
Chorus
Bridge
All our hope is in You,
All our hope is in You;
All the glory to You, God,
The Light of the world.
Chorus

[bookmark: _Hlk186723479]
*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE                                                                                           Roger Halvorson

[image: Beatitudes of Jesus - Matthew 5:3-10]

































CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF
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Accompanist								        Roger Halvorson
A/V Technicians                                                                       Brad Croes and Jett Baker
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[bookmark: _Hlk158735727]Mission Statement
Living by Christ’s example, we welcome, serve, and love all through God’s grace.

Vision Statement
Embracing the truth that God’s love and grace is for all, Christ Lutheran Church is a vibrant and active community spreading the good news through acceptance, action, and benevolence.
[image: A heart shaped logo with a cross

Description automatically generated]
Our Position
Christ is ALIVE!

Reconciling in Christ (RIC) Welcome Statement
Christ Lutheran Church is a congregation who joyfully welcomes everyone who enters our doors. We recognize that each of us is a unique creation made in the image of God. We celebrate and give thanks for the many diverse gifts that God has bestowed on us. We proclaim ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation to all of God's children, welcoming into our ministry persons of every race, culture, age, gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation, ability, and economic status. We commit ourselves to the work of anti-racism and creating an anti-racist space. We believe that through our openness we all grow in our faith through Christ's teaching to love one another as God loves us.
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As We Gather at Your Table
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1 As we gath-er at your ta-ble, as we lis - ten to your word,
2 Turnour wor-ship in-to  wit-ness in the sac - ra - ment of life;
3 Gra-cious Spir-it, help us sum-mon oth-er guests to share that feast
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where tri - um-phant Love will wel-come those who had been last and least.
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teach us through this ho-ly ban-quet how to make Love’svic - try known.
may we still  be - hold your im - age in the world you died to save.
as we join with saintsand an-gels to re- peat the sound-ing joy.

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944
Music: IN BABILONE, Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory
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Text: Greek hymn, 3rd cent., para. Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Music: JOYOUS LIGHT, Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 8§00.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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When the Poor Ones
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when we choose love, not the ha - tred all a - round us:
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when the strang-er is ac - cept-ed as  our neigh-bor:
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va Dios mis - mo_en nues-tro mis - mo ca-mi - nar.
we see God, here by our side, walk-ing our way.
2 Cuando_alguno sufre y logra su consuelo, 3 Cuando crece la_alegriay nos inunda,
cuando_espera_y no se cansa de_esperar, cuando dicen nuestros labios la verdad,
cuando_amamos, aungue el odio nos rodee:  cuando_amamos el sentir de los sencillos:

Estribillo Estribillo

4 Cuando_abunda_el bien y llena los hogares,
cuando_alguien donde_hay guerra pone paz,
cuando_“hermano” le llamamos al extrafio:
Estribillo

Text: José Antonio Olivar, b. 1939; tr. Martin A. Seltz, b. 1951

Music: EL CAMINO, Miguel Manzano, b. 1934

Text and music © 1971, 1998 J.A. Olivar, Miguel Manzano, and San Pablo Internacional—SSP, admin. OCP Publications,
5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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As the Grains of Wheat
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Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen

Music: Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

To reproduce this item, you must contact the publisher for permission or report usage under a valid license.
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Holy, Holy, Holy
Great Thanksgiving
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Music: Now the Feast and Celebration, Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Text and Music: Marty Haugen; © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.
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Christ, Be Our Light
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Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957

Music: CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT, Bernadette Farrell
Text and music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell.Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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The 8 Beatitudes of Jesus
from The Sermon on the Mount
Matthew 5:3-10

essed are the ﬁoor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
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essed are those who mourn,
for they shall be comforted.
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essed are the meek
for they shall inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and
thirst for righteousness,
for they shall be satisfied.
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essed are the merciful,
for they shall receive mercy.
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essed are the pure in heart,
for they shall see God.
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essed are the peacemakers,
for they shall'be called sons of God.
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essed are those who are persecuted
for righteousness' sake,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
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