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Welcome to worship! We’re glad you’re here!
To assist in your worship:
bold print means we respond together 
* means rise in body or spirit, 
+ you may make the sign of the cross should you so desire.

It is our joy to worship with your whole family!

We encourage everyone of all ages and abilities to worship together.
We offer a “pray-ground” located in the back left of the Sanctuary for those with littles to have some room for movement and activity. The Narthex (gathering space at the entry) also has some resources for families, including activity bags filled with crayons, paper and storybooks. These supplies can be used in the Narthex or brought into the Sanctuary. For those that find themselves in the Narthex, there is a speaker with which you can still hear the service. Lastly, a changing table is located in the restroom off the Narthex. Please ask an usher if you need any assistance.

TODAY’S WORSHIP THEME
A note of joyful expectation marks today’s worship. Isaiah announces that the desert shall rejoice and blossom, and Jesus points to the unexpected and transforming signs of God’s reign. We wait with patience for the coming of the Lord, even as we rejoice at his presence among us this day: in word and holy supper, in church and in our homes, in silent reflection and in works of justice and love. We pray that God would open our eyes and ears to the wonders of Christ’s advent among us.

 Worship services for Christ Lutheran Church- Long Beach
are live-streamed and archived to YouTube. 
By entering the sanctuary and by your presence here,
you consent to be photographed,
filmed, and/or otherwise recorded.
Please alert an usher if this is of concern to you.
Our liturgy is taken from:
Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20338.
Reprinted by permission under CCLI license # 230154. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under  2025 One License #A-706154. All rights reserved.
As the Grains of Wheat, Holy, and Lamb of God: Now the Feast and Celebration: An Alternate Eucharistic Setting, created by Marty Haugen.
Advent Wreath Lighting, written by Rev. Jolene Cadenbach, in A Multicultural, Multigenerational Christmas Eve Service.
PRELUDE                                                                                              Roger Halvorson    
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS   

VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

                     
ADVENT VERSE                                                                                ELW #257 Verse 2
O come, O Wisdom from on high,
	embracing all things far and nigh:
	in strength and beauty come and stay;
	teach us your will and guide our way. 

Refrain
	Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
	shall come to you, O Israel.

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING  

[image: A sheet music with black text

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]*GATHERING SONG           Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                    ELW #254
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose salvation is sure.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Long-expected God,
we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you can provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war. We become impatient while waiting and weary of keeping awake.
Free us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors.
Increase our trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to your advent among us,
that we may abound in the hope you have promised. Amen.

God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. ☩ You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior.
Amen.

*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray,
Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.


CHILDREN’S CHAT   
All children are welcomed forward for a children’s time.  After that, they will be invited to Sunday school and will return during the passing of the peace.
[bookmark: _Hlk213922249]FIRST READING                            Luke 1:46b-55

[bookmark: _Hlk213922329]SECOND READING                        James 5:7-10

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL VERSE	    	 Angels We Have Heard on High                   ELW #289
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    *GOSPEL                                     Matthew 11:2-11

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 11th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
The reading concludes: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON                                                                                              Pastor Nikki Fielder

   *SERMON HYMN                       Prepare the Royal Highway                             ELW #264 
[bookmark: _Hlk213922740][image: ]                                                               (verses 1, 3, 4)  


PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
 
In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.
A brief silence.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.
Amen.

*SHARING OF THE PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you.


OFFERTORY                                                                                             Special Music 

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE          As the Grains of Wheat
[image: ]

[image: ]

*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray together,
Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom come. Amen.


MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus.



*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING				     

The Lord be with you.   And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord,
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy …
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:


[image: A sheet music with text on it

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                    
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE				     

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life…

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

…All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER 							     
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
We believe that this is Jesus' table. All are welcome and invited to commune.  We serve communion by “intinction”; receive the bread and dip it in the chalice.  Gluten free wafers are available; let your server know.  Wine is offered on each side.  White grape juice is offered at the center aisle. Should you choose not to commune, you are invited to come forward to receive a blessing. Please cross your arms across your chest to let us know to give you that blessing.

HEALING PRAYER
This morning we offer healing prayer.  If you would like our healing minister to pray with and for you, please go to the right transept after taking communion.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised.
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…you break the chains of hatred and fear:     
…you are the way of justice and peace:
…you are the way of mercy and love:
…you give us hope as we wait for you:
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]COMMUNION SONG             Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal                       ELW #464 
                                                        

*POST COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray,
God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. Amen.






SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.



*BLESSING

May God who comes among us, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and always.
Amen.

[image: A sheet music with notes and words

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]*SENDING HYMN                        He Came Down                                      ELW #253 


*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Keep awake.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE                                                                                           Roger Halvorson
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[bookmark: _Hlk158735727]Mission Statement
Living by Christ’s example, we welcome, serve, and love all through God’s grace.

Vision Statement
Embracing the truth that God’s love and grace is for all, Christ Lutheran Church is a vibrant and active community spreading the good news through acceptance, action, and benevolence.
[image: A heart shaped logo with a cross
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Our Position
Christ is ALIVE!

Reconciling in Christ (RIC) Welcome Statement
Christ Lutheran Church is a congregation who joyfully welcomes everyone who enters our doors. We recognize that each of us is a unique creation made in the image of God. We celebrate and give thanks for the many diverse gifts that God has bestowed on us. We proclaim ourselves to be an open and affirming congregation to all of God's children, welcoming into our ministry persons of every race, culture age, gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation, ability, and economic status. We commit ourselves to the work of anti-racism and creating an anti-racist space. We believe that through our openness we all grow in our faith through Christ's teaching to love one another as God loves us.
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Music: JEFFERSON, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835
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Angels We Have Heard on High
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Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864
Music: GLORIA, French carol
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Prepare the Royal Highway

Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN, Swedish folk tune, 17th cent.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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As the Grains of Wheat
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Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen

Music: Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

To reproduce this item, you must contact the publisher for permission or report usage under a valid license.
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Music: Now the Feast and Celebration, Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Text and Music: Marty Haugen; © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.
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Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal
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Christ, by faith, to see and feel, feed us with your love.
Make us one, our hope re - store; feed us with your love.
for the great - est and the least; feed us with your love.
Save God’s chil - dren ev - 'ry - where; feed us with your love.

Text: Ray Makeever, b. 1943; Rusty Edwards, b. 1955
Music: JESUS, FEED US, Ray Makeever
Text and music © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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He Came Down
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he came down that we may have love;
he came down that we may have light; .
. hal-le-Iu-jah for-ev-er - more.
he came down that we may have peace;
he came down that we may have joy;

Text: Cameroon traditional

Music: HE CAME DOWN, Cameroon traditional
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