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Christ Lutheran Church
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www.christlutheranlb.com
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Welcome to worship! We’re glad you’re here!


To assist in your worship:

bold print means we respond together 
* means stand as you are able, 
+ you may make the sign of the cross should you so desire.

TODAY’S WORSHIP THEME
As on the first day of creation, on this Christmas Day the Word illumines the world, shining forth to bring all things into being. Today we celebrate the incarnate Word, God becoming flesh to live among us in the person of Jesus Christ then and now. Emboldened by the good news of Christ’s birth, along with the shepherds, Mary and Joseph, and all witnesses to the light of Christ, we declare to the world that we have indeed seen and been transformed by the arrival of “the salvation of our God.” O come, let us adore!



[image: Joy to the World Nativity SVG Clipart Joy to the World image 1]

















Our liturgy is taken from:
Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20338.
Reprinted by permission under CCLI license # 230154. All rights reserved
Reprinted by permission under  2023 One License #A-706154. All rights reserved
PRELUDE                                                                                                 Roger Halvorson  

                                                                                 
WELCOME  AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  


GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God._______________________

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Word made flesh, our life and our salvation.
Amen.

Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God of life, you promise good news of great joy for all people, and call us to be messengers of your peace. We confess that too often we hoard our joy, our resources, and our security. We nurture conflict and build barriers. We neglect the needs of our neighbors and ignore the groaning of creation. Have mercy on us.
Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. Where we are reluctant, give us courage. Where we are cynical, restore our trust. Renew us with your grace
and give us again the hope of eternal life in you. Amen.

Hear the good news: We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. In ☩ Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth shall know the salvation of God. Amen.


*GATHERING SONG              Joy to the World                                       ELW 267 
[image: A sheet music with text and notes
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*GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
*CANTICLE OF PRAISE           Good Christian Friends, Rejoice!                          # 288
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together. A brief silence. All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has brightened weary hearts with peace. Call us out of darkness, and empower us to proclaim the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.______________________

[bookmark: _Hlk140851743]SCRIPTURE READING            Isaiah 62:6-12            Pew Bible Old Testament Pg. 769

           Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God

RESPONSIVE PSALM                Psalm 97          Pew Bible Old Testament Pg. 609

The LORD is king! Let the earth rejoice;  let the many coastlands be glad!
 2Clouds and thick darkness are all around him;  righteousness and justice are the foundation of his throne.
 3Fire goes before him, and consumes his adversaries on every side.
 4His lightnings light up the world;  the earth sees and trembles.
 5The mountains melt like wax before the LORD,  before the LORD of all the earth.
 6The heavens proclaim his righteousness;  and all the peoples behold his glory.
 7All worshipers of images are put to shame,  those who make their boast in worthless idols;  all gods bow down before him.
 8Zion hears and is glad, and the towns of Judah rejoice,  because of your judgments, O God.
 9For you, O LORD, are most high over all the earth;  you are exalted far above all gods.
 10The LORD loves those who hate evil; he guards the lives of his faithful;  he rescues them from the hand of the wicked.
 11Light dawns for the righteous,  and joy for the upright in heart.
 12Rejoice in the LORD, O you righteous,  and give thanks to his holy name!
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Description automatically generated] *GOSPEL ACCLAMATION         Go Tell It on the Mountain                                  # 290

 *GOSPEL                                   Luke 2:1-20          Pew Bible New Testament Pg. 59

The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 2nd chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
The reading concludes: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.


*NICENE  CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the  forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
 
Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we offer our prayers for ourselves, our neighbors, and the world God loves. 
A brief silence.
Hear us, O God, Your mercy is Great.

Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers according to your abundant grace. Amen.

*SHARING OF PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you.
OFFERTORY                                                                                    
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*OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray together: God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our hearts with the song of the angels, and gather us at your table of celebration. Strengthen us to share with all the world the abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. Amen.
MEAL___________________________________________
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus.


*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING				     

The Lord be with you.   And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord,
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…
We praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*SONG OF THANKSGIVING       Love Has Come                                     # 292
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*LORD’S PRAYER 							     
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen.


DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
We believe that this is Jesus' table. All are welcome and invited to commune.  We serve communion by “intinction”; receive the bread and dip it in the chalice of red wine. Currently we are offering individual communion cups as an alternative to intinction if you so desire. Both wine and grape juice (white) are offered in the tray.  Gluten free bread is available; let your server know. Should you choose not to commune, please come forward to receive a blessing. Please cross your arms across your chest.


INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Glory to God in the highest! Come to the table of peace. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
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*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray together. God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, truth, and life. As you have gathered us in joy, send us forth as messengers of your peace. Make us shine with the good news of your glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



SENDING__________________________________________
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.


*BLESSING

God bless you and keep you, ☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth,  and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, now and forever. Amen.

[bookmark: _Hlk152060575]*SENDING SONG                    Jesus, What a Wonderful Child                              #297 
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*DISMISSAL
Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim the good news. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE                                                                                    Roger Halvorson
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF
	          
Interim Pastor                                            Rev. Laurie Arroyo, lauriethere@msn.com
Office Manager                                Kim Croes, officemanager@christlutheranlb.com
Preschool Director                                                          Lisa Clinton, info@clplb.com
Interim Choir Director                                              Kim Philips, kimsings@msn.com
Accompanist								   Roger Halvorson
Percussionist						                 Nathan Latiolait
Missionary to Colombia  						   Linda Gawthorne 

It is our joy to worship with your whole family this morning!

We encourage everyone of all ages and abilities to worship together. If you do need to take a "time out",  please do so in the narthex (gathering space at the entry), and return to worship when you are ready. A changing table is located in the restroom off the narthex. Activity bags, filled with crayons, paper and storybooks, are available in the narthex. Please ask an usher if you need any assistance.

  
Mission Statement
Living by Christ’s example, we welcome, serve, and love all through God’s grace.

Vision Statement
Embracing the truth that God’s love and grace is for all, Christ Lutheran Church is a vibrant and active community spreading the good news through acceptance, action, and benevolence.

Our Position
Christ is ALIVE!

LIKE us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/christlutheranlb

Write a review of Christ Lutheran Church on YELP  
2
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Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866
Music: IN DULCI JUBILO, German carol, 14th cent.
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Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.
Music: GO TELL IT, African American spiritual
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898

Music: GREENSLEEVES, English ballad, 16th cent.
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you, a Sav - ior! Love! Love! Glo-ry to God on high.
name she whis - pers; Love! Love! Je - sus, Im-man-u - el
gift of Christ-mas. Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!

Text: Ken Bible, b. 1950
Music: UN FLAMBEAU, F. Seguin, Recueil de noéls composés en langue provencale, 1856
Text © 1996 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP), c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695.
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Text: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348—413; tr. composite
Music: DIVINUM MYSTERIUM, plainsong mode V, 13th cent.
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Joy to the World
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Music: ANTIOCH, English melody, 18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872




