Twenty Fifth Sunday After Pentecost 
November 19, 2023
9:30am
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Christ Lutheran Church
6500 E. Stearns Street
Long Beach, California 90815
Phone 562-598-2433
www.christlutheranlb.com

Preschool 562-594-6117
www.clclb.com
Welcome to worship! We’re glad you’re here!


To assist in your worship:

bold print means we respond together 
* means stand as you are able, 
+ you may make the sign of the cross should you so desire.

TODAY’S WORSHIP THEME
Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges us to encourage one another with the promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the parable of the wise and foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of every time and place, we celebrate Christ’s coming in our midst in the word of life and the feast of victory—the marriage feast of the lamb.
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Our liturgy is taken from:
Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20338.
Reprinted by permission under CCLI license # 230154. All rights reserved
Reprinted by permission under  2023 One License #A-706154. All rights reserved
PRELUDE                          Nuovo Cinema Paradiso                               Roger Halvorson,   
[bookmark: _Hlk134609667]                                                                                   Claudia Fitzpatrick & Lonnie Timney
 

WELCOME  AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
TEMPLE TALK                                                                                   Bryce Bonilla-Haenn
  

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God._______________________

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be God, the one who forms us, ☩ Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who makes our joy complete. Amen.
Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Steadfast and faithful God, you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what we have for the sake of others. For the harm we have caused, known and unknown, forgive us. For the unjust demands we place on others and your creation, forgive us. For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor, forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Beloved in Christ, God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s compassion is beyond compare. In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. In ☩ Christ, you are already and always forgiven. Amen.



*GATHERING SONG                  Give Me Jesus               # 770 (verses 1, 3, 5) 
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*GREETING  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
[image: A sheet of music with text

Description automatically generated]*HYMN OF PRAISE
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray together. A brief silence. Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and you give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

 WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.______________________

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE After this time, children will be invited to Sunday school.  They will return during the passing of the peace.

SPECIAL MUSIC                          Water is Wide                                 Claudia Fitzpatrick
                                                                                                                   Lonnie Timney

SCRIPTURE READING     I Thessalonians 5:1-11  Pew Bible New Testament Pg. 219

           Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God.


[bookmark: _Hlk140851743]RESPONSIVE PSALM       Psalm 90:1-12    Pew Bible Old Testament Pg. 605

LORD, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.
 2Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.
 3You turn us back to dust, and say, "Turn back, you mortals."
 4For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past, or like a watch in the night.
 5You sweep them away; they are like a dream, like grass that is renewed in the morning;
 6in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; in the evening it fades and withers.
 7For we are consumed by your anger; by your wrath we are overwhelmed.
 8You have set our iniquities before you, our secret sins in the light of your countenance.
 9For all our days pass away under your wrath; our years come to an end like a sigh.
 10The days of our life are seventy years, or perhaps eighty, if we are strong;
 even then their span is only toil and trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly away.
 11Who considers the power of your anger? Your wrath is as great as the fear that is due you.
 12So teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart.
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*GOSPEL                              Matthew  25:14-30      Pew Bible New Testament Pg. 29

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 25th chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.
The reading concludes: The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON                                                                                       Pastor Steve Beckham 
[image: ]*SERMON SONG                         Step by Step

*APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
 
Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.


*SHARING OF PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you.


OFFERTORY                                       Grace                                          Chancel Choir 


*OFFERTORY RESPONSE
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*OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray together. God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the table, that all might be fed. Form us into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

MEAL___________________________________________

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus.


*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING				     

The Lord be with you.   And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord,
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…





We praise your name and join their unending hymn:

*SONG OF THANKSGIVING
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

…with this bread and cup, we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church, without end. Amen. 


*LORD’S PRAYER 							     
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen.


DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION
We believe that this is Jesus' table. All are welcome and invited to commune.  We serve communion by “intinction”; receive the bread and dip it in the chalice of red wine. Currently we are offering individual communion cups as an alternative to intinction if you so desire. Both wine and grape juice (white) are offered in the tray.  Gluten free bread is available; let your server know. Should you choose not to commune, please come forward to receive a blessing. Please cross your arms across your chest.


LAMB OF GOD
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[image: ]COMMUNION SONG               Christ, Be our Light                       #715 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray together. Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

SENDING__________________________________________
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.


*BLESSING

The God of glory, ☩ Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in you, bless you now and forever. Amen.

*SENDING SONG                          Shine, Jesus, Shine                                   #123 
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*DISMISSAL
Go in peace. God is at work in you. Thanks be to God.


POSTLUDE                                                            Claudia Fitzpatrick and Lonnie Timney




CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH STAFF
	          
Interim Pastor                                            Rev. Laurie Arroyo, lauriethere@msn.com
Office Manager                                Kim Croes, officemanager@christlutheranlb.com
Preschool Director                                                          Lisa Clinton, info@clplb.com
Interim Choir Director                                              Kim Philips, kimsings@msn.com
Accompanist								   Roger Halvorson
Percussionist						                 Nathan Latiolait
Missionary to Colombia  						   Linda Gawthorne 

It is our joy to worship with your whole family this morning!

We encourage everyone of all ages and abilities to worship together. If you do need to take a "time out",  please do so in the narthex (gathering space at the entry), and return to worship when you are ready. A changing table is located in the restroom off the narthex. Activity bags, filled with crayons, paper and storybooks, are available in the narthex. Please ask an usher if you need any assistance.

  
Mission Statement
Living by Christ’s example, we welcome, serve, and love all through God’s grace.

Vision Statement
Embracing the truth that God’s love and grace is for all, Christ Lutheran Church is a vibrant and active community spreading the good news through acceptance, action, and benevolence.

Our Position
Christ is ALIVE!

LIKE us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/christlutheranlb

Write a review of Christ Lutheran Church on YELP  
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Text and music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

To reproduce this item, you must contact the publisher for permission or report usage under a valid license.
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Christ, Be Our Light
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Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957

Music: CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT, Bernadette Farrell
Text and music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell.Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




image12.emf

image13.emf

image14.emf

image1.tiff




image2.jpeg




image3.tiff
Give Me Jesus
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in the morn-ing when I rise, give me Je - sus.
dark. . . . mid- night was my cry, give me Je - sus.
just a - bout the break of day, give me Je - sus.
oh, ....when I come to die, give me Je sus.
and . . . . when I want to sing, give me Je - sus.
Refrain
n } }
A — —F— —FF
&—F———= P — —
J - l T
Give me Je - sus, give me Je - sus.
0 |
7 e ]
i— | I — £ I I ! I
A\IV ' I I I I & J I
J < o <
You may have all the rest, give me Je - sus.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: GIVE ME JESUS, African American spiritual





