MIDWEEK LENT SERVICE WEEK 5 MARCH 24, 2021

GATHERING SONG For All the Faithful Women #419

For all the faithful women who served in days of old,
to you shall thanks be given; to all, their story told.
They served with strength and gladness in tasks your wisdom gave.
To you their lives bore witness, proclaimed your pow'r to save.

We honor faithful Mary, fair maiden, full of grace.
She bore the Christ, our brother, who saved our human race.
May we, with her, surrender ourselves to your command
and lay upon your altar our gifts of heart and hand.

All praise to God the Father! All praise to Christ the Son!
All praise to God the Spirit, who binds the church as one!
With saints who went before us, with saints who witness still,
we sing glad alleluias and strive to do your will.

OPENING PRAYER

Mysterious One, in Jesus you redeem us and invite all people to a place in your glory.
Draw us closer to you, and in so doing, draw us closer to one another, that we may be
strengthened to follow in the way of Jesus’ cross and resurrection. In Jesus’ name we
pray. Amen.

SCRIPTURE John 19:23-30

Z\When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into
four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless,
woven in one piece from the top. 2*So they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but
cast lots for it to see who will get it.” This was to fulfill what the scripture says, “They
divided my clothes among themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots.” °And that is
what the soldiers did. Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother,
and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 2When Jesus
saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his
mother, “Woman, here is your son.” 2’ Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your
mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home. 28After this, when
Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the scripture), “I am
thirsty.” 2°A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the
wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. *®*When Jesus had received the
wine, he said, “It is finished.” Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

MONOLOGUE Mary, Mother of Jesus



PRAYERS

Let us pray. Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn, bringing
the glory of our risen Lord who makes every day new.
Especially we thank you—

for the sustaining goodness of your creation . . .

for the new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness . . .

for the gifts of relationship with others . . .

for the communion of faith in your church . . .

Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and
bring about your peace for all in Christ Jesus, the living Lord.
Especially we pray—

for those who govern nations of the world . . .

for the people in countries ravaged by strife or warfare . . .

for all who work for peace and international harmony . . .

for all who strive to save the earth from carelessness and destruction . . .

for the church of Jesus Christ in every land . . .

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending,
by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good
courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love
supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray...

THE LORD’S PRAYER

... Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

The Creator who fashions us together with all things, the Christ who leads us into a
new beloved community, the Comforter who holds us in the communion of saints, one
God + bless you now and always. Amen

SENDING SONG Change My Heart, O God

Change my heart, O God; make it ever true. Change my heart, O God; may | be like
you. You are the potter; | am the clay. Mold me and make me; this is what | pray.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, stay safe and be safe, joined together in Christ. Thanks be to God!



