MIDWEEK LENT SERVICE WEEK 4 MARCH 17, 2021

GATHERING SONG For All the Faithful Women #419

For all the faithful women who served in days of old,
to you shall thanks be given; to all, their story told.
They served with strength and gladness in tasks your wisdom gave.
To you their lives bore witness, proclaimed your pow'r to save.

Recall the outcast woman with whom our Lord conversed:
Christ gave her living water to quench her deepest thirst.
Like hers, our hearts are yearning; Christ offers us his word.
Then may our lips be burning to witness to our Lord.

All praise to God the Father! All praise to Christ the Son!
All praise to God the Spirit, who binds the church as one!
With saints who went before us, with saints who witness still,
we sing glad alleluias and strive to do your will.

OPENING PRAYER

Mender of division, you sent Christ to heal the world and to gather those on the
margins. Bring your healing power to us. May we extend your power and grace to
those separated from their communities and those longing for a tangible sign of your
love. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

SCRIPTURE John 4: 5-29, 40-42

°So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had
given to his son Joseph. 8Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey,
was sitting by the well. It was about noon. “A Samaritan woman came to draw water,
and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8(His disciples had gone to the city to buy
food.) °The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me,
a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) °Jesus
answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me
a drink,” you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 'The
woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get
that living water? ?Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and
with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 3Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks
of this water will be thirsty again, *but those who drink of the water that | will give them
will never be thirsty. The water that | will give will become in them a spring of water
gushing up to eternal life.” ¥*The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that |
may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.” *Jesus said to her,
“Go, call your husband, and come back.” ¥’The woman answered him, “| have no
husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘| have no husband’; 8for you
have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you



have said is true!” **The woman said to him, “Sir, | see that you are a prophet. 2°Our
ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must
worship is in Jerusalem.” 21Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming
when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. ??You
worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the
Jews. 2°But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship
the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. *God
is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 2°The woman said
to him, “| know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will
proclaim all things to us.” ?6Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to
you.” 2’ Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a
woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?”
28Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the people,
2%“Come and see a man who told me everything | have ever done! He cannot be the
Messiah, can he?”...“°So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay
with them; and he stayed there two days. **And many more believed because of his
word. #?They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we
believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of
the world.”

MONOLOGUE Woman at the Well

PRAYERS

Let us pray. Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the resurrection dawn, bringing
the glory of our risen Lord who makes every day new.
Especially we thank you—

for the sustaining goodness of your creation . . .

for the new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness . . .

for the gifts of relationship with others . . .

for the communion of faith in your church . . .

Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and
bring about your peace for all in Christ Jesus, the living Lord.
Especially we pray—

for those who govern nations of the world . . .

for the people in countries ravaged by strife or warfare . . .

for all who work for peace and international harmony . . .

for all who strive to save the earth from carelessness and destruction . . .

for the church of Jesus Christ in every land . . .

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending,
by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good
courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love
supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us to pray...



THE LORD’S PRAYER

... Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING

The Creator who fashions us together with all things, the Christ who leads us into a
new beloved community, the Comforter who holds us in the communion of saints, one
God + bless you now and always. Amen

SENDING SONG He is Exalted

He is exalted the King is exalted on High | will praise Him
He is exalted forever exalted And | will praise His name

He is the Lord Forever His truth shall reign
Heaven and Earth Rejoice in His holy name
He is exalted the King is exalted on high

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, stay safe and be safe, joined together in Christ. Thanks be to God!



