
Second Sunday of Epiphany 
 

January 17, 2021 
 

Theme: Jesus was busy teaching, healing, and performing miracles throughout the land. Unfortunately, the ones who 
failed to see God working through him were the people of his own hometown. 

 

PRELUDE        
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

The Spirit is with us!   

  Bringing good news 

Of wealth for the poor, 

  Release for the captives, 

And sight for the blind. 

  The oppressed are now free, 

Receiving God’s favor. 

  The Spirit is with us! 

 

GATHERING SONG                            Open The Eyes of My Heart    
 

Chorus  
  Open the eyes of my heart, Lord   Open the eyes of my heart,   I want to see You, I want to see You. 
 

Verse  
  To see you high and lifted up, shining in the light of Your glory.  Pour out Your pow’r and love;  
  As we sing holy, holy, holy. (repeat all) 
 

Bridge 
  Holy, holy, holy    Holy, holy. holy    Holy, holy, holy    I want to see You. 
 
GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
   And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray: Powerful God, You stir up your people with challenging words. Open our ears to hear truly 
the truth which you bring, and may it shake up our lives so that we can be your faithful witnesses in 
the world. Amen 
 
FIRST READING                                      Psalm 146 
                                                  The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God 
   
GOSPEL                                                  Luke 4:14-30 

   The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 4thchapter.   Glory to you, O Lord. 
The reading concludes: The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ 

 
SERMON                                   
 
SERMON HYMN                              Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness                #843 
 

Praise the one who breaks the darkness with a liberating light. 
Praise the one who frees the prisoners, turning blindness into sight. 
Praise the one who preached the Gospel healing every dread disease, 
calming storms and feeding thousands with the very bread of peace. 



Praise the one who blessed the children with a strong yet gentle word. 
Praise the one who drove out demons with a piercing two-edged sword.   
Praise the one who brings cool water to the desert's burning sand. 
From this well comes living water, quenching thirst in every land. 
 

Praise the one true love incarnate: Christ who suffered in our place. 
Jesus died and rose for many that we may know God by grace. 
Let us sing for joy and gladness, seeing what our God has done. 
Praise the one redeeming glory, praise the One who makes us one.  
 
BAPTISM                       ELW pg. 227 
  

In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and death by joining us to the death and   
 resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; by water and the   
 Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and made members of the church, the body of Christ.   
 Living with Christ and in the communion of saints, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of 
God. 
Sponsors for each candidate, in turn, present the candidates:  I present  name  for baptism. 
 

As you bring your children to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted with responsibilities: 
  to live with them among God's faithful people, bring them to the word of God and the holy supper, 
  teach them the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments, place in their hands the holy 
  scriptures, and nurture them in faith and prayer, so that your children may learn to trust God,    
  proclaim Christ through word and deed, care for others and the world God made, and work for 
  justice and peace.  Do you promise to help your children grow in the Christian faith and life? 

Response: I do. 
 

Sponsors, do you promise to nurture these persons in the Christian faith as you are empowered by   
  God's Spirit, and to help them live in the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church? 

Response: I do. 
 

People of God, do you promise to support ________, and pray for them in their new life in   
 Christ?  We do.  
 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church.  Do you   
believe in God the Father? 
 

  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
 

  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead.*  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
  seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the   
  forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word 
you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight. Through the waters of the flood you 
delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into 



freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.  By the 
baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us 
up to live in you.  Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed 
in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
 

____, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Let us pray.  We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your 
daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to eternal life. 
Sustain ____ with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of 
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, 
both now and forever.  Amen. 
 

_____ child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ 
forever.  Amen. 
 

Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in 
heaven.  Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
 

We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us in giving 
thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word to all the world. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. God of Truth, Hear our prayer 
 

Receive our prayers and shed light on our path as we seek to walk in your ways and bring glory to you through 
your son Jesus, our Lord. Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER              
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
 

Mothering God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.  Amen. 

 
SENDING  HYMN                                          Go! Make Disciples                                                         #540 
 

"Go, make disciples, baptizing them, teaching them. 
Go, make disciples, for I am with you till the end of time. 
Go, be the salt of the earth. Go, be the light for the world. 
Go, be a city on a hill, so all can see that you're serving me.” Go!  Make Disciples 
 
DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace, stay safe and be safe.  God is with you.   Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  


